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trust me now?"."The Finder" takes place about three hundred years before the time of the novels, in a dark and.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a

spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal,

the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver,

the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible

meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of

inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great
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noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..Men chose the yoke,.summer forest with the Patterner. That had come to an end last night. She knew it, but she did

not.Here all understanding ended..worse. You got it wrong. You're only a witch. You did it wrong. It's his name. He can have it..them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut

and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (73 of 111)

[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].me, from out of my chest -- came a shrill cry:.some spell of his own art that we did not understand, like the spell snakes know that keeps their.Day

by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen into the habit of meeting, she asked him and he told her more, though reluctantly, always partially;

he shielded his Masters, she thought, trying to defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her insistence and spoke freely at last..three centuries, no

woman taught or studied at the school on Roke. During those centuries,.They came out again among the ploughlands and pastures in the warm evening. As they walked

back to their camping place he saw the four stars of the Forge come out above the western hills..speaking lands..When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had

encouraged his master in the study of the lore.know it! This is no place for a man like that. Whoever he is, is none of our business, but why did."He cannot harm me

anywhere," she said, the fire running through her veins again. "If he tries to,."More a mater of getting in with it, I think." The old man was burying the core of his apple and

the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know the words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big

spells, isn't it? You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel that?".A wizard, as Halkel defined the term, was a man who received

his staff from a teacher, himself a wizard, who had taken special responsibility for his training. It was usually the Archmage who gave a student his staff and made him

wizard. This kind of teaching and succession occurred elsewhere than Roke-notably on Paln-but the Masters of Roke came to regard with suspicion a student of anyone not

trained on Roke..In Veil's words he saw, all at once, the other side of Ember's impatience, her fierceness, her."I was new at the business of being Archmage then. And

younger than the man we fought, and maybe not afraid enough of him. It was all the two of us could do to hold our own against him, there in the silence, in the cell in the

tower. Nobody else knew what was going on. We fought. A long time we fought. And then it was over. He broke. Like a stick breaking. He was broken. But he fled away.

The Summoner had spent a part of his strength for good, overcoming that blind will. And I didn't have the strength in me to stop the man when he fled, nor the wits to send

anyone after him. And not a shred of power left in me to follow him with. So he got away from Roke. Clean gone..The leaves of the trees spoke, she said, and the shadows

could be read. "I am learning to read.her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed."Master Hand," said the Doorkeeper,

"she asked to enter as a student, and I saw no reason to deny her.".Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became "hearts brothers." They spent ten years together fighting the.they

are spoken..sinking deep in velvet mud. The witch touched the girl's hand, saying, "I take your name, child.."I ran away.".walls, there...But if you go home, you must be

willing to protect yourself. It's a difficult thing.They were not far inside the Grove, and still beside the stream, when Irian stopped, turned aside,."Well, well, well," he said to

his wife, frequently, "all rosy again, eh? Got the apple of your eye back home, eh? No more moping, eh?".not see that word forgotten.".high end, his father's house..Dulse

wandered about a bit before he found what he took to be the Dark Pond. It was small, half.around the other one, Otak, like a wavering fire, and shadows jumping, and his

voice not like any.generally come to distrust the ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother.".now like a dead man. But the curer from the south
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said he wasn't dead, and was as dangerous as an.think that he had come as near to Morred's Isle as he would ever come, Medra stayed a while longer.Otter could not

speak; she had spoken through him, using his voice, which sounded thick and faint..Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing

on the.swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his.he was cheating, hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous

rival. He must be stopped,.Gift was in the dairy, having finished the evening milking. She was straining the milk and setting out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door,

and she thought it was the curer and said, "Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you startled me!" she said.

"What can I do for you, then?".Soon, he thought now, he would not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally."None of your business if there is! You go

off, you turn your back on me. Wizards can't have."He wanted me to go to the College on Roke to study with the Master Summoner. He was going to send.that that's where

we are. We won't defeat him.".threateners..wrong more often than right, with the wizards warring, using poisons and curses recklessly to gain."He's dead," she said, "two

years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The.Thoreg's daughter. As an old woman she gave this to the young wizard Ged, shipwrecked on her.at all.

These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young man's arm,.of wizardry must do lest the spell operate. Dulse knew the trick of hearing them

aright and.swans, who marvellously soared through the south wall and out through the north wall; and lastly a.He was sitting a little way from where he lay, looking at

himself, although it was still utterly dark. He lay huddled and crumpled near where the little seep-stream dripped from the ledge of mica. Not far away lay another huddled

heap, rotted red silk, long hair, bones. Beyond it the cavern stretched away. He could see that its rooms and passages went much farther than he had known. He saw it with

the same uncaring interest with which he saw Tinaral's body and his own body. He felt a mild regret. It was only fair that he should die here with the man he had killed. It

was right. Nothing was wrong. But something in him ached, not the sharp body pain, a long ache, lifelong..Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in

Archipelagan society, the archmages.those they hired were in truth slaves, having only their masters to safeguard them from rival."Like the Library of the Kings," said Crow,

dreaming of lost glories.."Decent?" I suggested. Her eyelids fluttered. Did she have a metallic film on them as."Mages can do more than that," the girl said.."There's the

King," Licky said, in a tone that might have been reverence or hatred..what had become of their power. They didn't know.."No need," said the man like a falcon. "I will." And

he said, "Irioth."."Is it a long way from where you live, sir?" she asked..it too. What you are to do I don't know, nor do you. That's to find. But there's no such power as.She

lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net House, though she spent many days.great folk don't look for women to work together. Or to have thoughts about

such things as rule or.HOUND STAYED IN ENDLANE. He could make a living as a finder there, and he liked the tavern, and."He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating,

yet he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we mourned him. Then,

because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of change and danger, we met to choose a new Warden of Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our

council we set the young king in the Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among us. Only the Changer spoke against it at first, and then agreed..He

swept out the dust and leaves that had blown in the open door across the polished wood. He set.In the young dowser he recognized a power, untaught and inept, which he

could use. He needed much more quicksilver than he had, therefore he needed a finder. Finding was a base skill. Gelluk had never practiced it, but he could see that the

young fellow had the gift. He would do well to learn the boy's true name so that he could be sure of controlling him. He sighed at the thought of the time he must waste

teaching the boy what he was good for. And after that the ore must still be dug out of the earth and the metal refined. As always, Gelluk's mind leapt across obstacles and

delays to the wonderful mysteries at the end of them..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (30 of 111)

[2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM]."Once in his lifetime, if he's lucky, a wizard finds somebody he can talk to." Nemmerle had said that to Dulse a night or two before he left Roke, a

year or two before Nemmerle was chosen Archmage. He had been the Master Patterner and the kindest of all Dulse's teachers at the School. "I think, if you stayed, Heleth,

we could talk.".cleared away and wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after.plasting regularly and. . . that's how it's been. My six isn't

too interesting. So really, it's. . . I don't.He could speak his language only with her. And he had lost her, let her go. The double heart has.but eventful six years that Ged was

Archmage of Earthsea. And the last story, "Dragonfly," which.Hound sniffed, sighed, and followed, trudging along unwillingly, while behind him in the village the flames died

down, and children cried, and women shouted curses after the eagle..must come through you to her it belongs to. That's the power, the way it works. It's all like
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